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The Elektron Series Seco 
From Mark Wade's site 
This is the thirty-first in a series of articles about un- _http://www.astronautix.com/ 
manned satellites on postage stamps. This article 
features the Russian Elektron-series satellites. Four 
Elektron satellites were successfully launched, with 
Elektron-1 and 2 paired up on 30 January 1964, and 
Elektron-3 and 4 similarly paired on 40 July 1964. 


Elektron was one of the earliest Soviet scientific 
satellite missions to be authorized following the initial 
Sputnik series. The spacecraft had the mission of 
mapping the van Allen radiation belts at higher 
inclinations than previous U.S. satellites had followed. 
In these missions, two different types of spacecraft 
were paired and launched together, as mentioned 
above. Elektron-1 and 3 were put into a lower orbit to 
map the inner van Allen belt, while Elekton-2 and 4 § 
were boosted to a higher orbit to study the outer belt. 


Elektron-B 


For identification purposes, Elektron-1 and 3 had 
cylindrical bodies 0.75 m in diameter and 1.3 m long, 
with six solar panels extending outward, almost like 
paddles. Elektron-2 and 4 were shaped like the cupola 
of a public building, in the basic form of a cylinder with 
a flattened and broadened end, with a diameter of 1.8 
m and a height of 2.4 m. 


Both Elektron types are easily distinguished and are 
represented on many postal items, mostly from 
eastern bloc nations. Some of the items show both 
Elektron-1 and 2, (or Elektron-3 and 4) since they 
were launched together, 


A checklist of postal items identified as showing the 
Elektron-series satellites (http:// 
www.cira.colostate.edu/ramm/hillger/Eleki im) is 
available on the Website developed by the authors for 
the un-manned satellites featured in this series of 
articles — (http://www.cira.colostate.ed 4 
satellites.htm). E-mail correspondence with the 
authors is welcome. Don Hillger can be reached at 
hillge olostate.edu and Garry Toth at 
garr 


A version of this article first appeared in The Astrophile 
for July-August 2008 
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Below is a list of Elektron-series 1 
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“Scott catalog number, unl 


SS# = souvenir sheet, MS# = miniature sheet, where # 
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New Year's greeting card 







s prefixed with Mi or BL for Michel. 


Elektron-2 








number of stamps in sheet, and the 
numbers in parentheses are the catalog numbers of the stamps in the sheet 





